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We farewell Ebony this Monday  
after 8 years of service to C.M.B.C. 
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General Managers  

Comments for the Month of August 2021 

 
FAREWELL TO EBONY GRUAR 

Monday the 11th of October will see long term employee Ebony Gruar leave City Bowls Club. 

On behalf of the Board and myself I would like to thank Ebony for her loyal, efficient service to City Bowls 

Club. Eb started at the Club on the 9th of September 2013 – a journey of over 8 years with the one Club is 

a great achievement, and shows we hope that she enjoyed spending time here, as much as we enjoyed 

having her here.  Eb will be missed by fellow employees, members and management and leaves with a 

wealth of knowledge in the gaming and hospitality industry.  We wish Eb well in the next part of her  

journey where she will join IGA in Koroit where I am sure she will be a great addition to their team.   

All the best Eb. 

 
COVID 19 PANDEMIC 

Unfortunately not a lot of change for our venue at this stage.  The Government were looking at trial areas 

for fully vaccinated patrons, however, with Warrnambool experiencing cases over the past couple of 

weeks, I am unsure if this will eventuate.  I have expressed an interest in the trial being conducted at City 

Bowls Club – The trial will be from the 11 – 25th of October, with numbers being increased to 30 inside and 

100 outside.  Only members and patrons that are fully vaccinated will be allowed to enter the venue.    

 
GAMING ROOM DEVELOPMENT WORKS 

The date has been set for the gaming room renovation – Sunday the 14th of August – carpet and bases 

will be removed and gaming machines will be relocated and stored in the Carmichael Room.  The gaming 

operations will be reopen possibly on the Wednesday – all going well. 

 
RESPECT 

The past 19 months has been very stressful and a trying time for everyone, especially staff and members 

who have not been as fortunate as others to head away to warmer climates.  As the saying goes – “please 

speak or treat others, how you would like to be spoken to or treated”. 

 
COMMUNITY CLUBS VICTORIA AWARDS 

I would like to thank the Board for nominating myself and Loretta in the 2019/20 CCV Awards. 

It is pleasing to report that we along with the Club have made it through to the finals, with announcements 

of winners to be made at this stage by virtual awards on Monday the 18th of October – more details to  

follow. 

 
AWARD CATEGORY FINALISTS 

City Memorial Bowls Club – Best Club Renovation 

City Memorial Bowls Club – Best Sports Club 

City Memorial Bowls Club (Julie Dosser) – Club Manager of the Year 

City Memorial Bowls Club (Loretta Williams) – Employee of the Year 

 
Kind Regards 

 
J Dosser 

GENERAL MANAGER 
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See Coastal Hearing for your FREE hearing check, the club will 

benefit from any hearing checks and hearing aids fitted through 

Coastal Hearing when you show your membership card. 
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Chairman’s Report  -  October 2021 

 

I am sure by now everyone is well and truly frustrated by the disruption to our lives this virus has inflicted 
on us. 

We hope in the near future some normality can be restored into our lives and we can resume doing the 
things we took for granted. 

Some of our members were lucky enough to travel north for the winter. I hope you enjoyed your travels 
and returned refreshed and ready to embrace the approaching bowls season. 

The club has taken the opportunity to complete maintenance work while we have been in semi lockdown. 

The western half of the roof has been replaced with new iron. All of the air conditioners servicing the 
gaming room, the members area,the bar and the bistro has been replaced. Plus the refrigeration units 
servicing the cool room and bar have been replaced.  All of this info structure was twenty years old and 
continually causing grief with leaking water and ongoing maintenance costs. 

November will see the beginning of the renovations in the gaming room.The new design will allow us to 
operate all of our gaming machines and comply with the current government regulations. While these 
works are being completed there maybe minor disruptions to our trading but we will keep all members 
fully informed at the appropriate time. 

I am sure most of you know Ebony is leaving our club to take up another chapter in her career.On behalf 
of the board and myself personally I would like to thank Ebony for her contribution to our organisation 
over many years and wish her all the best in her future employment. 

 
Chairman of the Board  

Ray Cooknell  

President’s Report  -  October 2021 

 

I would like to welcome all our bowls members back and wish everyone all the best for the upcoming  
2021-22 bowls season. A special welcome to all our new bowls members who have joined the club in 
the past 12 months. 

Please don’t hesitate to come and see me if you have any bowls related issues, I’m always available 
for a chat. 

If you have any issues regarding pennant selection please contact the selection Chairpersons 

       Midweek Pennant  -  Beryl Duncan               Weekend Pennant  -  Brian McGennan 

 

President 

Garry Davey 







MEMBERSHIP DRIVE 

Any member that signs up a new member 

will receive a $5.00 Café/Bar voucher 



AROUND THE GREENS 







Take Away Alcohol 

Members of City Bowls Club are able to purchase alcohol from the Club to take away. 

Ask our friendly staff today. 



Only 1 clue:  They are a married couple 

Answer: Next Months Newsletter 

GUESS WHO ? 

These C.M.B.C Members are 
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In the Ditch 
With Gary Smart 

Monthly Interview with Maureen O’Brien 

 

NAME: Maureen Yvonne O’Brien (nee Halley) 

 

BORN: 05/10/1949 Williamstown 

 

MUM/DAD: Richard and Helen Halley (nee Dix) 

 

FAMILY AND SIBLINGS: 

Husband - Ronald 

Children – Shane and Michelle 

Brother - Kevin 

 

SCHOOL: 

St. Mary’s Primary – Williamstown 

Mt. St. Joseph’s Secondary College - Altona 

 

NICKNAME: Maurs 

WORK: RMIT, Pivot, State Savings Bank Victoria, Cleaning Business Owner and lastly Bunnings 

 

Gary: When did you meet Ron? 

Maureen: I met Ron at Opus Dance Hall in South Yarra.  He asked me for a dance  

(that’s how it started).  He said “I’ll take you home”.  I thought “you don’t trust boys taking you home in  

a car – it was ute.”  I said “as long as you take me home with my girlfriend who is with me.”  And he did.  

He lived in Hawthorn.  He must have been keen – it’s a long way from Williamstown.  The ute was  

lowered, the roads were pretty rough.  His hands would be black after fixing the exhaust after hitting  

pot holes.  The second night I went out with Ron, I remember him dropping me home – Mum was  

waiting at the front door.  It was about 11pm, I said to Mum “What are you still doing up” and she said 

“Oh just making scones.” 

 

Gary: Maureen would you like to detail some of your working life? 

Maureen: I left school at 16 years of age and my first job was at RMIT – general office duties for 4 

years.  I then worked as Secretary to the Works Manager at Pivot.  I was the only female, 200 male em-

ployees.  I was employed at Pivot for 15 years.  The Manager was a father figure.  When we were not 

busy, I did arts and crafts with the Manager’s wife.  Every Thursday we would buy lunch for the Industrial 

Chemist and the Agronomist.  We would journey around Footscray and Yarraville and other suburbs 

purchasing lunch items.  Then it was time to change employment and I worked part time with State Sav-

ings Bank of Victoria. Dad was not well at the time, I was helping out looking after him, hence the part 

time work. 
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Gary: Have you always been involved in sport Maureen? 

Maureen:  Yes, when I was a teenage, my friends and I won the table tennis for the district.   

As well, I’ve had many hobbies including dog obedience, gardening, bowls, arts and craft, leadlight,  

tapestry, patchwork and crocheting.  The dog obedience hobby led to our Papillon dog named Rocky  

gaining the highest obedience title in Australia at the time, Companion Dog Excellence.  He was also  

in a movie on the ABC, a series called “Kelly”.  It was 18 months in the making.  We would take him to  

various locations in Melbourne and Geelong.  We made good money. 

 

Gary: When did you move to Warrnambool? 

Maureen: We lived in Altona until 2005, then we moved to Mailors Flat.  We finally moved into  

Warrnambool in 2016.   

 

Gary: You were employed at Bunnings Warrnambool? 

Maureen: Yes, Ron was employed first, I wasn’t employed at that time even though I applied.   

The policy was no husband and wife could work together at the one store.  That policy was later  

changed and I commenced employment at Bunnings. 

 

Gary: When did you join City? 

Maureen: It was about 10 years ago and Ron a couple of years later.  I thought “I’ll give this bowls a  

bit of a try”.  I had a roll up and thought “this is ok.”  Lexie McMurrick saw me practising one day and  

grabbed me by the arm and took me down to the bowls room and said “You’re playing well enough,  

it’s time you put your name down for events.”  My first club game was the 100 up against Mary Graham.   

I lost by one shot.  I had no idea what I was doing but Mary put me at ease. 

 

Gary: And you’ve had a bit of success at City? 

Maureen: Yes, have participated in Pennant finals and then represented the Club and Association at  

Barham and Moama.  On a personal level, I have won the B Grade singles and Club 4s. 

 

Gary: And what do you like most about the Club Maurs? 

Maureen: You can come here anytime, there’s always someone here. Caring, friendly people, great 

staff. 

 

Gary: You and Ron, what’s your biggest travel thrill? 

Maureen: The biggest thrill was going to San Francisco with Ron and my son for 2 weeks in August 

2019. 

 

Gary: Thanks for the interview.  I’ve enjoyed our talk very much.  It’s always great to see you and Ron  

at the Club.  You’re always good for a talk, and a laugh, a joke.  You’re both valued members, thanks  

for the interview Maurs. 

MIDWEEK PENNANT 
Official Practice  

Every Monday @ 1pm 

Coach’s will be in attendance 



In the Ditch 
With Gary Smart 

Monthly Interview with Bruce Collie 

NAME: 

Bruce Collie 

 
BORN: 

08/06/1944 Warrnambool 

 
MUM/DAD: John and Doris Collie (nee Burleigh) 

 
FAMILY AND SIBLINGS: 

Wife – Rosslyn, married at Timboon on 10/01/1970 

Children – Bronwyn (Nullawarre), Tamara (Moama)  

and David (Medford, Oregon) 

Siblings – sister Lorraine 

 
SCHOOL: 

Timboon Consolidated 

Warrnambool Tech College 

Scotch College, Melbourne Years 11 and 12 

WORK: My entire working life revolved around farming, I did various farming jobs including working 

around shearing sheds, working at Cosein Factory in Timboon, contract work with farm machinery.   

All of these farm jobs were only a means of getting some funds to continue my farming ambition.   

Over my working life I doubled the size of my parent’s original farm. 

 

Gary: You helped on the original family farm? 

Bruce: Yes, I’d come home from school and straight into farm duties.  Dad’s farm was part of the Bailey 

settlement, appropriated to Dad in 1930.  It was all bush, not cleared.  He applied to the State  

Government and was allocated the 350 acres.  It was the depression years and things were pretty 

tough.  When I came home from Scotch College, there was still 90 acres to be cleared. 

 

Gary: And Bruce your hard work contributed to the expansion of the farm? 

Bruce: Yes, when I was 18 years of age, a 150 acre bush block came up next door.  I went to the State 

Bank of Victoria at Timboon, walked in the door, I can remember I was account number 39.  The old 

man went guarantor and I got the loan. 

 

Gary: Where did you meet Ros Bruce? 



Bruce:  I met Ros at Cobden at a PFA ball in 1967.  I saw her talking to a bloke in uniform and 

thought “Oh well, I’ve missed out.”  I was very disappointed.  Mini skirts were right in vogue at the time 

and she looked great.  Next day I saw Ros at the Nirranda footy.  We talked and she told me that the 

fellow in uniform was her cousin.  The rest is history - “I moved right in.” 

 

Gary: Bruce, you would have played various sports at Timboon? 

Bruce: Yes, I won Premierships playing tennis and table tennis.  Also played basketball and a little 

football, but had to give football away because of family commitments before I was married.   

 

Gary: Your old Falcon is a bit of a hobby Bruce? 

Bruce: Yes, it’s a 1963 Ford Falcon I purchased.  It was on the side of the road at Dean’s Marsh.  I 

purchased it in 2009 and have totally restored it. 

 

Gary: You and Ros have travelled fairly extensively? 

Bruce: Yeah, Ros and I have travelled to New Zealand, Vietnam and the USA, as well as extensively 

around Australia (favourite place in Australia, the Kimberly’s).  David my son married an American 

and we have been to the USA on 8 occasions.  We purchased Around the World plane tickets, and 

went to England, Ireland or Scotland and then to America.  2 years later, Europe, then the USA.   

Then another year a European River Cruise, and then another year Russia, and finally South Africa.  

On each of these trips, we would be away for 2 months, always finishing in America with our son.  

These overseas trips would be every 2nd year, the other year would be our Aussie trip. 

 

Gary: You have played bowls within the region for a long time? 

Bruce: Yes, I started playing in 1985 in Timboon.  And won pennant Premierships in Divisions 3, 2 

(twice) and Division 1 in 1991.  I moved to City in 2005 when I retired from the farm in 2004.  I had 

one more season with Timboon in the 2004/05 season before commencing pennant with City in 

2005/06.  I was introduced to bowls at Timboon through the Apex Club and won the Timboon Fours  

4 times and was runner up in the Singles.  At City I have been in 3 Division 1 Premierships and have 

won the City Memorial Triples and Fours.  One of my biggest thrills was winning the Hamilton Classic 

Pairs in 2020 with Brian Scott. 

 

Gary: You have been a member of many committees and community groups Bruce? 

Bruce: I have always been community minded.  Yes, I received a Life Membership of the Apex Club, 

a member of the Timboon School Council for several years, the Timboon Hospital Board for many 

years and other local organisations such as the Fire Brigade and Hall Committee. 

 

Gary: And that committee participation extended when you joined City? 

Bruce: Yes, I was a Board Member for 5 years and Chair for 2 years.  It was a time where big deci-

sions were made including leasing the kitchen and ownership of gaming machines.  We saw the Club 

rise from a precarious position to establishing a foundation and achieving what we have today.  I was 

President of the bowls section after serving on the Board for another 3 years and on the Match Com-

mittee for another 2 years. 

 

Gary: What do you like about the Club Bruce? 

Bruce: The social aspect particularly since the construction of the Dome.  The Alfresco area is great 

for Ros.  There is always someone to talk to.  The members are so friendly. 

 

Gary: Thanks Bruce, you have been an important addition to the City Bowls Club.  The Club is in your 

debt for your contribution on and off the green over the years.  Best wishes to you and Ros. 



 

SOCIAL BOWLS FEES 

CAN NOW BE PAID 

BY EFTPOS 





 

 

Contact Us 

 

Give us a call for more 

information about our 

services and products  

 

City Memorial 

Bowls Club 

50-58 Cramer Street 

Warrnambool, Vic 3280 

 

Phone: (03) 5561 4155 

  

 info@citybowlsclub.com.

au 

 

Visit us on the web at: 

 citybowlsclub.com.au 

 

 facebook.com/

 citybowlsclub 

 instagram.com/

 citybowlsclub 

 

 Search for City Bistro 

 on TripAdvisor 


